
 

July 2010 

Worker Killed When Gas Line Erupts 
Game Day: Texas, 6/8/2010 

Rule Book: [Link to OSHA Standard]: 1926.651 (b) (1-4) 
Play: An electric power transmission company was drilling utility-pole holes 
near a roadside. A 36-inch natural gas line was in the area. 

Ask your crew what could go wrong before reading the Result 
Result:  The auger on the drilling machine hit the gas line, causing a 
massive fireball into the air. The explosion killed one worker and injured 
others. The dead worker was found several hours after the explosion some 
distance from the blast site. Heat from the resulting fire kept firefighters ½ 
mile away until the gas flow was stopped. 

Monday Morning Quarterbacking 
1. A 36-inch line can only be missed if you don’t look for it! 
2.  “Call Before You Dig” takes on a new meaning with a line this large. 
3.  The person responsible for locating it may have a hard time sleeping. 
 

Accident Type:  Explosion – Contact with Gas Line 

Safety isn’t 
expensive.  

 
It’s priceless. 

 

This Week’s Safety Concerns 
 
1. ___________________ 

2. ___________________ 

3. ___________________ 

4. ___________________

 

 

http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=STANDARDS&p_id=10775�

